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INTRODUCTION

The famous epic ‘N 1naka Chandrodayam® eduted here 1s based on
two rare manuscripts namely the one from Saraswat: Bhawan Library
of the Varanaseya Sanskrit Vishwavidyalaya, Varanas; and the other
from India Office Labrary, London In order to mdrcate the different
readings I have symbolized then as ‘Ka’ and ‘Kha’ respectively Thus
‘Ka’ bears the catelogue No 42913 ( Sahitya Section ) of the Saraswati
Bhaw n Library and "Kha bears the catelogue No E 3965R.R 8 I
of the India Office Library London

The Mss ‘Ka consists of 21 cantos less the first seven shlokas that
are mussing 50 also 1t falls short of the usual bemdictory verse Simularly
1 Mss ‘Kha’ the first nineteen cantos are )nfacAt Put the 201k and the
21st cantos are mussing The frontrsprece of Kha’ 18 as fol lows e
‘2T AR 4R AT @ 38 7 voz—East India Corpany ” Below i
the frontispiece 1s wnitten  presented by H T Colebrook Bvery leaf
bears the marks Na 1and Na- 2 etc ‘Heramb’ 1s written m every
counter leaf on the right hand side below

P

It may be relevant here to state that every portion taked-fiom
‘Ka’ has been compared with that of hha and vice versa In cases of
doubtful versions in both of these Ihad no other course left than to
make a feasible inference of my own as may be yielded by the context
of the total text but at the same tune 1 have given the ‘Ka’ and ‘Kha’
originals in foot notes In both of these manuscnpts a duphication of
alphabets aud syllables are also found As for Example —aaa a1, %40t
and 913 37, W etc Tor each duplicatian the editor has placed the
adequate reading

The epic 13 a work of an old Scholar Pandit DewaRa) fSharma He
was the son  of Pandit Raghupatis Sharma Tripatht and wasof
Udan faith of Sihhasm  He used to live inKashias one of the
Vishishta Acharyas of the faith This epicof Pt Dewaray Sharma
was latter irevised and rearranged by Il nephew  Pandit

? o guwi famr 4420 ( Nanak-cdandrodayam )
3 tfa A wizennd ffe@afasdsqn Nan —21 cante at the and
2. 67 STHAHIA AT

aft Mfrake s han 21 canto.



c2)

Dewaray and Pt Gangaram enjoyed among the disciples of Guru
Dwarbadas who is said to be a diciple of Gurn Nanaka The age
of Guru Dwarka Das”  whiles he was teaclung Denaray  has been
assessed  approuimately at 250 ycars He gwe a rcatal of the
hathn of Guru Nanala to Gangaram and Dewaryy In the time of Aura-
nzeh s son Bahadurshah Dwarka Das used to live m Nagpur Guru
Govind Singh and Bahadurshah are known as friends The persod of
Guru Govind Singh 15 caleudated 1o be from 1666 A D 10 1708 A D

Once Raja Bhagmalla 13 smd to have requested  Pandit Gangaram
to giveareaital of Nanaka’s Katha to which he acceded Latter on
Pandit Dewaray Sharma made hys own contribution to the Katha rende
red 1t mto verse form nd gave it the form of the epic Thus the Katha
was put forward by Gangiram which was rendered into poetic form by
Pt Dewara) Sharma

The present cpic 1s greatly signuficant especraily m as much as 1t
puts forward the Sikh thought propounded by Guru Nanak i the
3Punjabt dralect and gives 2 clear and detasled 4prcture of Guru-
Nan-ba's lfe teachings and phalosophy  Alongwith a thoughtful and
lwely discusston on Udast farth un Sanskece 1t presents an Umiform
descriptinn. of the Si'ha religion ete o the scholars of Sanskrir Also
1t abounds 1 the conversations between Guru Nanak and Guru Gorakh
Nath and his diseiples and the other Acharyas Jts descriptions cover a

detailed account of alt places inside and outsitde of the country which
Guru Nanaka had travelled

Theepic on the whole 15 1 twenty ane contos of which one to
nunteen deal with Gurn Nanaka s i and philosophy The two e, twe.
nbeth and twentyfirst present 1 bricf he stetch of the mne Guru Each
of the first mne cantos are captiontd seperately and from this pont of
view 1t resembles the Uttara Ramcharytam,

Tne title of the first conto 12 ‘Balsindha Angad Samvaad’ It con-
s131¢ of onc hundred and srxteen verses and marks tne begmmng of the

hatha which was presented before Raja Bhagmalla by Gangaram The
gist runs fike thig-

2 Nan -206/21

? % it Nan ~9/1
¥ sTAfar Nan -9y



(3)

Angad descended from Bahty famuly He used to ponder over the
transitariness of hife nignt from his childhood, Oneday he went to pay
a vistt to Jwaia Dev: m forest There he beard about Nanaka He met
him Nanaka preached him on suth sudjects as life, 1llusion & world.
One day Nanaka stood up and des tted the place Angad started
searching While searching Nanaka, Angad reached 1n 2 village named

‘Shadura” There he met Chanhrabhanu’s son Balsindhu when he heard
the virtues and prarses of Nanaka from him, he asked hum to narrate the
story of Nanaka to him

The second canto nramed as Raj Vahuman’ consists of 228 verses
Tt starts with the story of Nanaka The Siva Ram Varma was the grand
father of Nanaka & Kalverma his father He was bleesed wath a son and
a daughter Who were named respectevely Nanaka and Nanaki From hus
very boyhood Nanaka exhibited a philanthropic temperament & began
to gave alms to the needy & the poor This made his father angry In
order to divert his attention & to keep 1 fe busy lus father placed him
1 charge of cows to graze & rcar Once it so happened that while
Nanaka was <lceping a cobra was scen to protect hum agawmst sun Raja
Bolar Rai was an eye witness of this event The third canto consists 124
verses and 15 named as Adhikar Grahan It gives further detasls of hus
Ife lustory The anoyed father now sent him to the market to scll some
carthen wares There Nanaka happened to meet a sat. He gave all us
money to the samt and came back empty handed His father now being
further enraged threatened hum and turned him out of lus house when
Raga Bolar Ra1 ¢1me to know of this fact he invited Nanaha and made
him stay with him. In this same canfo we sce that Nanaki was married
to Jai Ram Verma We also sce that Japn Bolar Rar's applauding for
tus { Nanaka’s ) charitable dnposition

The fourth canto named as “Nrpa Samprasad” consisting of 112
verses reveals how Raja Dhankhan ( Nawab off suftainpur j employed
hum as an ncharge of a stone house  There Nanaka donated to hus full
satisfaction on complant when the Raja made enquines he found that
he himself owed money to Nanaka Now Jai Rim Verma busied lum-
self 1n arranging Nanaka’s marrage
" & contatmung 174 verses
ceremoncy Nanaka dil

band,

The fifth canto named as “Parmnaja
describes <casons s well as Nanala's marnage

not appear happy on marrying sulaksh ghter of Al




(+)

The smsth canto named as Vangamaopa contists of 148 verses and
destribes the b rth of two sons of \analye Shr: Chand and Lakshmy
Chand, A samnt came to lus house one d3y & ashed Nanaka to tale bath
Namah went 1o the Veya rner  but he did not come out of the nver
Exery body cearched for him who was believed to have drowned 1n the
niver The Rajgeting this news checled the account maintaned by
Nanaha but found that the Raja lumself owed money while Nanaka had
appeared before Rmja Then \anala went to forest To bring hum bacl
Mool (\anal s father 1nlas ) personall went to hum but he did not
return Moola declared him as msane and ntended to gnve all fus wealth
to hus daughter But at last \anaka enlightened & comunced exersbody
that early rides hate no ialue that doing good to others s the only
dun of man

‘The seventh cants Sidht Vimochan consstsof 154 serces & dew
ersbes n detail the attempt of husfather halverma to being back Nanala
from the forcet for whch Mardana was deputed Byt he alto did not
succerd to purcuade Nanal. Nanaka rather athed hum 1o purchase veena
by taling money from \anak1 \ardana took money from \anih and
purchased st from 2 seller namad Feru 2 merchant of Asilpur There
15 also an anecdote relating to Feru & “anaka's previous hie He then
came to Raja Mullieh who had always inculted the syntsan s bfe &
also nsulted hum presumabls as a result of this msult hurted on Nanak.
The Raga’s son fell s Ultimately Nanal ashed hum to release & member
of =aints from prision, So the Raja did and then hus son <oon recos ered
“rom fus illness

In the eight canto Bolar Raj 1s <een so much <pell bound by
Nanah s teachings that he became a deotee. After thus he went to
Bangand Gaur Ther from he went to Jyotisha Pura ( now known as
Lamalhya) There he defeated the yourg gl magimans wha used to
transform a young man to 2 sheep by their magic and they also accepted
the diserpleship of Gurn Nanal Later Nanak a) o conserted Raj Siddbs
manya hshitipal to his creed  After that travelling through “Asparshnath
ssland he come 10 Salsaraya who also became his disaiple  Then he
starte for Vashhar Nagar

Thenmth canto desribes hus journev to Vishhara Desa Itis
named “suwarnapur gamam®  consisting of 149 verces While go ng in the
ocean he was honored and worshiped by Shuddhascn and lndrasen.



(5)

Then he went to Shilmila lsland  Thereafter hc preached the Raja
Kamal Nayana the rular of The Vahika Des  Spending nine teen months
and teavelling m various places of Jamboodweepa Nanak went to Gan-
dhar Ther h~ preached the Daitya Raja mamed Devaloot Then he
went to Praswa Nagar  This was followed by his wisit to suvarnapur
where Dharma Stogh also became his disciple

The tenth canto 1s captioned as “‘Sumeru Gaman™ and consists of
126 verees 'Though desiring to go to sumeru Nanaka changed his mmnd
& went to Mehha & Maddina It gives a deseription of Mlechhacharyas
{ Mushms saints ) there of Nanaka explamed the teachings of the
Koran to Mardan He came back home consoling hus sister, the Guru
went to Himalayas Here he had an exchange of 1deas with Goraksha
& his disciples At last Gorakha was so much 1mpressd with hsm that
he declared him a “Yukta Yogi”

The eleventh canto 1s named as ‘Bhartrihri Adi-vyaya” Itcon
sistsof 139 verses It throws ight on the dicourse between Nanaka
and Gorakha’s disciple particulrly, Bhartrihar: Bhartrihari ultumately
admuted his defeat from Nanaka

The twelith canto 13 “siddha samvada’ and consists of 213 verses
Ths relates to the defeat of ali of the Goaksha’s distiples It discuseed
Hatha-Yoga In the end comes the Goraksha Nanaka discourse 1o which
Gorakh comuts the great stature of Nanak Here 1s found a duscripuon
of chashaka ( wine ) & ¢ Bhawravt-Chrhea ’ and the names of 9 Nathas
6 yaus and 84 Sxddhas

The thirteenth canto aboundsin 157 verses & is named as ¢Bhag-
wat stutr” It gives the Nanaka's preachings to Duttatreys at Mount
Byar and Ius descriptions and the uulity & 1mportance of the ¢ Ajapa
Japa” Also 1t describes Navadha Bhabti & Vishustotra It relates
the talks between him and Prahlad at Mount Analachit Therefrom
Nanaka goes to Dhruvalok At this point Dhruvalok ts deseribed  And
here from the Guru goes to Batkuntha ( Vishav's dhima ) A description
of Vishnudham follows

‘The fourtenth canto comprises of 342 versesand 15 named as
“Bhoogoladi-varnan” Here Lord Vishnu himself nspires Nanak so
propound and propagate the “wdasi cult” Then the Guru comes down
to earth passing through Dhrulok & gives a description of the Bhoogol
& khagol ete, of the three worlds
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The fifteenth cantoss Ram Charita™ It consistsof 168 yexves
While enroute 1o Lanla the Guiu narrated the smd Ram Chant to
Mardana. First, Nunaj 1 came w Suma m oun and discoursed with
Kalyzna & Seela sena  Then he went 10 Janala  His coming back from
ham follows Sukha chapat episode From there the Guru went to Matsvas
Nagar and Lahr Nagar His Journey to Lanla follows thes There be
discoursed with Vibhyshana

The uxteenth canto s named 15 Gandhar Gaman’ It conausts of
156 Verses It relates to Mardanas death at hharjoorpur After the
death of Mardan Gurn came to Talbavdiha There he went to Mardan’s
son named as Sahjada and made him hus pupl  Lhere from he went to
Gandhar ke mane the hing o1 that caty as Jus pupt and named lomas
Bal; Candhar

The seventeenth canto 1s trled as ‘Ruruhshetra yatra® which
consie*s of 160 verses Nanaba went to kebaya Nagar He met Balgudr
ain Thereform he came to Pakshala hus home then he went to Luruls-
hetra There the Yan wasansulted by Sikandar s son The Yau wished
him il and cured him

The eighteenth canto 1s named as ¢ Aptad: Uadhar ™ 1t consists
of 192 verses Babar’s armv came to Sultanpur Dhanlban was skitled
Babar became lang by defeating Ahan Khan, A discourse betueen Babar
and Nanzh folfows this, Babar was pleasd by the 1dea of Nank and
asked lum propagate Ins cult to all over the world. The Guru came to
Palshak There be stayed with sulabshan and named her as “Ramdan”
and propagated the Udas cult there

The mneteenth canto bears the title “Vishwawpya® It consists of
254 verses The Yau went 10 Jahi He quernied about Gurumuta  Jala?
came across the charms of Guru's Gurumulhs wile he was on voyage 10
Mella Hc came back to pay a v1ut 1o Nanala agam and was  enlighte-
ned by Nanala’s idea about Gurumukha, Then the Guru went to
“Shekba Fareed Pattan” and preached Varshim  I1c went to Talwand:
and consoling Tal ( hisuncle ) reached Pakshaka There he thoroughly
consoled sulabhann: and told that Angada will succeed lim as Gnrn
Thus Balundbu told Angada. In this way Nanak presented the Adwaua
1dea 1n a dralectas Vyas for the Vedas. After the death of Nanal his half
dead as has body was burnt 01 pyre by Aryans and half of 1t was buned
by Mohamdans
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The twenticth canto does not bear any particular name Itis wri
ttenas Angadad: Kathayam Vmshah Prastavah It consists of 159
verses Angada became the second Guru of Stkhs He bestowed the
Guruship to Amardas Then Amardas s third son Arjundas succeeded
lus father and became the Guru Jahangeer imprrisoned Arjuna  Then
Hari Govinda was made Guru of Sikhs JahanGeer and Hari Govinda
fought against each other However Hari defeated Jahageers army
and established himself at Kartarpur Then he entrusted the Guruship
to his relative Ham Rax

The twenty first canto 1s smply tuled as Angadadh Kathayam
Ekvinshah Prastavah and consists of 240 verses Shahjahan handed over
the kmgdom to Dara Sakooh who was faitl ful to Har1 Ram s teachings
But Aurangzeb killed Dara and fought agams Hars Ram Hari Ram
bestowed this Gusuship to his discriple Hart Kushna Han Krishna
died This discaples then made Teg Bahadur aﬂgnr GT:fu Teg Bahadur
went to Patzhputra Via Kashy Here he was blessed with & fon and
now named him as Govind Singh Govinda worshupped the Goddess
Chandika for five years to succeed m takfng revange with Aurangzeb
Chandika gave him a sword Aurangzch’s son Bahadur shah became
huis friend The Guru went to Nagpur There Dwarkadas a disciple of
Guru Nanak gave Kesha shastra and comb to Cure Gound Now Guru
attacked on the muslim 2rmy while fichting in the battle field one
mushm nyured the Guru 1 hisstomach The Guru fell 11l While brea
thing his last the Guru bestowed the Curnship to Adigranth  So the
holy Adigranth or Granth Sahib was named as Guru Granth Sahb

We have acquainted ourselves with the story Of the epte spreading
through 1ts different cantos The following account will now unfold the
philosophy & preaching of Guru Ninala

The cantowsse description of the above 13 as follows —

From Sloka 65/1 to 96/1

76/2 to 892,
64/6 to 69/6
130/6 to 144/6
1187 to 128]7
35/8 to 388
50/8 to G6/8

7117 to 10417

50/18 to 6818
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. 107/18 to 123/18
126/18 to 132/18
In the above thcory he has pointed the one single patha ¢ Udast
cult lcading to realization of God for the whole humamty While talk
1ng with B \bara ( see 60/18 10 123{18 ) and with Mala ( <«ce 107/19 to
I 3/18 )} Nanaka has said that God s one and without caste or creed
The same alpenading God 1s worshipped by different people under
different names This 1s what has been called as * amysua@” m the
theory of mcarnations in Puranas
Then 1n this epic we come accross the &1s ( songs of prayer) of
Vishnu and Shiva respecuvely There arc four different songs dedicated
1o Vishnu They are in verses from 20/§ 52/1, 13%/13 and 157/16 of the
Epic.
The sonts dedicated to Shiva are from sioka 4 to 10 m canto 10
m canto 10 Then the 14th canto (see 13{4 to 74{14) contaming wstruction
by Lord Vishnu 1o N inaka, In these Shlokas Guru N inak has been asked
by Lord Vishnu to spread the religion named Udasa as called by him.
Thas religion 1s not restricted or Limited to any parucular caste of
creed
In this way Guru Ninaka adsised by Lord Vishnu propounded the
Sikha Dharma The word Sikh mezns a pupal Ninaka was aSikh
(pupil) of Vishnu Himself Therefore this Dharma is named as sikh
Dharma Nanaka called God as Vahu Guru (The seed Mantra of Sibhs)
Here the refation betweer the teacher and taught 1s sgmficant Ths
relation came up ta the $0th Guru The 10th Guru Govind Singh at the
time of hus death bestowed the Guruship upon the ““Adigranth’ Thus
the ¢ Adigranth’ later on was called as * Guru Granth Sahib™
‘To lead hife according to the word of Guru Granth Salub and to
keep one self always engaged 1n learming are the essential things for Sikbs
Thys Sikb Dha ma 1s of six sypes {J) Udas (1) Normals (JJE) Nama
dhart (IV ) Sutharasahi { V ) Sevi panth and { VI) ALali  Alt thesc
types follow the words of * Guru Granth Sahb *
In all i this boly bool, there are 384 sabad { words ) and 15075
Bind Pada’s inwhich —
2949 are by Ndnaka
57 are by Angad Deva
2522 are by Amar Dus,
1730 are by Rama Tas
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6201 are by Arjan Deva
196 are by Teg Bahadura

The last pada of Teg Bahadur 15 supposed to have been composed
by Guru Govind Singh  The rest three Gurus 1 ¢ Hargovind Hara
Rarand Hari Krishna did not contribute to the Kdigranth Besdes this
the Ad granth contamns the composttions of as many as thirty five
promunent Indian samnts including Jaydeva Fand Namdeva Kabira
and Rardas This bears an ample proof of a religious movement
India culminating 1 the Panjab with Guru N inak and his successors
This movement 1s known as Bliaktr movement  In this holy scripture
the following dialects are used The Eastern Apabhransha  Santawany,
Panjab, Apabhransh Marath , Hind , Lehanda Sindhi and some words
from Arabic and Persian

The Sikh rehgion as enunciated i the Adigranth { Goru Grantha
Sahub ) 15 based on the following concepts —

1 The concept of God =1 ¢ the only cwstent realitys God
The fact 15 corroborated 1n ¢ whatever I see 1s Brahman —Mahla 5

2 Atributes of God 18 mentroned 1 the Mula—Mantra which
38 Ik—Omkr Satnam Karta Purukh Nirbhay Nirvair - Akalmurat jun
Sabhang Gurparsad’

3 Thsumty of God -—1 e, God s the only eternal entity that has
created purwsht s { Brahma, Vishar Mahesh ) and Prakritr ( Miyt)
and three Gunas { Satya, Rajas and Tamas ) He 1s distict trom Jiva

4 The name of God —The name 1s truth He must be called sat
or Truth All other names except Satmam are Kirtam ( Composed
names }

5 God as creator —The creator himself pervades his creatton He
3s—the primal caus» Th creator and the creation thouga seemungly
different, are one

6 ‘The concept of J va —Jtvass 1 sort of matature of Brahmin
It 13 3ts own mdividuality Brahman s infinte Jiva 13 finite Jiva
transmigrats from one body to the other 1z accordance with sts ments
and dements, -

7 The coacept of Mays —As per the Adigranth, Muya 13 that

Wwer from men
i Bw;’;ihcm;i:‘:::mon —The Karta Purukh creates when ev:;
18 His walp ~RigaMiru(G G S ) “whenatwas His will He creat:
the world *

R
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9 Microco mic theory —Two hymns of the Rdlgmmh—anc by
eant Peepa and the other by saint Ben  are sighificant regarding thae
theory The Umiverse 1s the macrocosm and the body 15 the microcosm,
The soul lives in the body and the igher soul hves in the umverse
Since the soul and the Higher sout are the same i Essence and the
Higher soul 1s reflected 1n the sout, similarly the universe 1¢ found 1n
the body —G G 5 Rig Dhanasars, Rig Rimkal

10 The concept of Karma and Transm gration —Karma means
action Fvery 1ct10n 18 like th= s2ed sswn 1a the bydy which s a field of
action The soul ( Purush } 15 a farmer The Higher Karma 1s admured
by Guru and the Lower Karma { Karm-Kanda ) 15 regected

11 The concept of Hukm —It means order or Judgement of God
In Mushm theology it includes the order of the prophet as well “By
the Hukm the Jivas are created’ Japup

12 The con~cpt of Grage ~=Grace of Lord “My Lord 1t cme.
rhere 13 none other He 18 realized by His grace **

13 The concept of Ezo —Ahamkara The Gurus declare that the
path of ego 13 adverse to the path of devotion  The path of ego 15 the
path of destruetion 1t 15 said mn the Asadivar Mahla—1

14 The concept of mmnd and intellect ,—~The mind and the
1ntellect are the outer covermg of the soul. Thus they have closer and
deeper refaions with sout

Accordiug to ¢ Nanaks Chandrolayam” the repetition of name of
God ( Japa ) has got a great siguificance 1n Sikh-Dharma JAPA a1 of
two types —Lib-Japa and Ajapa—japa By Libjapa of God one becomes
an affectionate of God and then by Ajapajapa one sces the anvisible God
visible before thum The €PI¢ says that when the Hamsa { the shambhu
tn Susumaa ) Ceasclessly repeats the ““So-Aham” then 1t 1s called
“Asapajapa” see Nanaka Chandrodayam 1113 and 15{13
-_—
1 Rszhrmar TR
T wm g e
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In the opiion of Guru Nanaka the Siddin (fulfilment) 1 achicved
by two ways—one by Jnanamarga and the other by Bhaktumarga This 1s
described m the epic 2213 to 23/13

It 15 taking these rdeas mto consideration that Guru Nanaka Ppropou
nded the Udasi-Cult. This Mata (cult ) 1s accepted by that person wha
does not follow castersm and 1s very faithful to the Shastra, Guru and
Govind A houscholder also can follow and accept this way of Dharma
To keep matted hairs and to wear onlya pece of cloth etc areno
requusites of this Dharma ( Sec the epic 1.f14 to 73/14 )

Those who accept the Udasi-Cult are of 4 typees— Kutichaka Bahu-
daka, Hansa and Parama Hansa Again these followers of four types are
divided 1ato three types--Jnanasanyus,, Vedasanyant and Dharm
aSanyast, These latter are again divided..1ffofive types-Udasioa,
Sadhaka, Nuistluka, Vanisrayaand Vidiia *158¢ théf are-oft k3=
12X5=60 types 7 S~

From canto tenth to twelvth we s t}'::e Hiscussions of Gura Ndnak;
with Guru Gorakhanatha and his pipils The short summary of this
descusston 1s given below— ) -

Canto 10—sloka 19 to 125 d with Matsyendrunitha‘about
“Yoga—body™.

Canto [1--Sloka 2 to 23 and 77 to 89 with Bhartrihar: about Yoga
and Samadh;

»oow » 66 to 75 with Gopichadra about ‘Kapaladi-Mata’

” » »» 46 to 56 with Kampha about God’s existence

» e » 58 to 65 with Hampha about the umportance of

Guru

» » » 90 to 104 with Bhutava about ‘Chuarvaka—Mata’

106 to 120 with Lahuriya about Bauddha—Mata

» 2 ,» 123 to 136 with Kangar about Bhakti—\ata

m 12 »s 2 to 20 with Sangar 1n muscellenious topics

» » 5 301040 with Mangalanatha about Vawragya-‘Mata

» » »» 43 to 59 with Shambhunatha about ‘Prabh tkara
Mata®

117 to 129 and 156 to 177 with Guru Gorakha
Matha

At Last the Siddhas { Gorakha and hus pupils ) belesved Ninaka as
“Yukta—Yog:”

» » »
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Besides this heve we come across the description of 9 names of
Natha’s from 129/12, then 6 names of Yaus from 190/12 and 84 names
of Sidhas from 193/12 1o 207/12. Then Gorakha descrabes the drink
( Shidhu Chasaka ) and also the Bhawrave Chakra n 14/12 to 18/12.
Thus the cantos 10, 11 and 12 present a clear 1dea of the Yoga, Bhakt:,
Jnana, Vairdgya and Hatha-Yoga

In the 14th canto Guru Nanaka has elaborately described the
position of the Earth, Hell and Heaven (a e Bhoogola and Khagola )
In this way this epic presents a vivid preture of the natural geographical
description of jambu-Tsland This ss deseribed from 92/14 to 270/14
Again in the same canto we also find the descraption of the Hell and the
torture of the Heli which a sinner has to meet in the Hefl According te
this description there arc as many as twenty eight Hells ( sce the epic
271/14 0 278/14 and from 179 to 319/14 ) Then from 311,14 to 311{14
describes the defferent types of sinners Tinally from 322/14 to the and
of the canta the Heaven and 1ts hounties are described

Over and zbove these descriptions the book also comprises of the
names of places visted by Guru Nanaka which are as many as fifty
three m number  The proper names that have occured are hundred
number and the names of the pupils of Guru Nanaka are 25 m number

Among the 23 pupils, Angada was the most obidianth, farthful and
affectionate of Guru Nanaka That s why Guru made hum the second
Guru of S1khs Nuanaka baving seen the devotion of Angada examuned
him 1n four different ways In all these four examinations Angada surp-
assed all other pupils ( see canto 19 ) As a result of this Nanaka became
very much pleased with hum And he named him as Angada { meanmg
bomn from body ) His former name was Lahana but Guru called hum
Angada because there was no difference between Nanaka and Angada

In reference to e 1ncrease of devotion of Angada towords Nana-
ka the Jwala Dev { A Goddess 1n the forest ) can not be gnored To
sce thus Goddess, who was known to be sympathetic to the gentleman
and wild to bad man, (see the epic 17, 18/1 }» Nanaka uscd to come
there every year In search of p~ace Angada also happened to reach
there one day along with palgrms to sec Her There he heard abont
Nanaka and went to lum Nanaka advised um and made hum his pupil
after the latter had fully stood the test of this severe exammanon One
day Guru left the place voluntanly and went away Angada began 10

Y
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search for him At last he reached a wvillage called ‘Sadura’ where he
happened to meet Bila sindhu who, according to an order from Guru-
Nanaka himself had come there to seek Angada to make him the second
Guru of Sikhs

This 1s the point wheace the importance of Shisya ( Pupil) with
Sikh Dharma mereased ( see the Nanakachandrodayam 64/1, 39/19,
15/20 and 30/21 1n this regard ),

Then we come across the seven stories of Nanaka’s past hfes
( Purva Janma Vrittdnta ) These are to some extent stmilar to the
Jataka’s of Bhagavana Buddha  These are very mmportant for the Sikh
and Sikh Dharma They are —

I Pheru Ninaka Vrittanta The story of Pheru a flute player of his
past life, when he was 1n assoctation with Ninaka ;n his past life see
sanskrat introduction for all these storzes of past hifes of Nanaka

2 Meen ( A fish ) Nanaka Sambada ( talk } —When Guru Nanaka

met a fish i the ocean he remembered his assoctation with Nanaka in
hus past life

3 Shuddhansen ( a king i Visaharadesa ) —Nanaka Vesttanta
(story )

4 Kamalanayan Nanaka Vrittanta

5 Kalayana Scelasena Nanaka Vrittanta

6 Sukhachapata Nanaka Vrsttanta

7 Vimalajyot: N waka Vizttinta

{ Sec the Sanskrit introduction for details Pages 32 33 )

These stories establish the valug of the theory of transmigration of
soul and enhances the religious values of the epic 1n many ways

Then 1n the 15th canto we see the root cause of the rumour that
Nanaka was but Janaka in hus next hfe  Tims 1s described sn this epic
26/15 10 40/15  According to the epic Nanaka was sumilar 1n Ins ideas,
thoughts and Jnana to Janaka That 1s because, 1t1s saxd that in the
Kalyuga ( 4th age ) Nanaka was nobody but Janaka himse'f who hved
m Treta Yuga (2nd Age) Secondly accordlng to one description as
found 1 the region of Himalayas while going to Dhruva Loka. In
course of conversation with Nanaka Janaka pointed out that there was
no difference between them ( ( sce-Nanaka Chanarodayam 40/15.

“stenr @ WA SEgTERsl T )
Tl FAAEISd W AR 0
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In this context one thing descrves special mention. Itis that
Nanaka used to call himself as ‘Nirakara® from rhe beginning of his
Life, This ‘Nirakarata® in him was due to the lack of attachment to the
wordly affairs. Once Nanaka being found of Jistening to Veena instrue
ment called Pheru who played on it.  While he was playing on this one
of the tunes even though not attemped, happiued to exhale the word
*Nanaka Nirakara’. Now Mardan interrogated Nanaka why he was
pronounced as Nurakara, In reply to his Nanaka disclosed that since in
Treta he was with Janaka who gave him the idea of Nirakaratain
Dwapara he lumself used to ponder over the Nirakarta of God, in thc
Kaliyuga he himself became the Nirakara.

TR Pridsd it
T FT By sl a0

Guru Nanaka the founder of Sikhism was born i 1469 A. D. at
Talawandi ( Nanakana Saheb ) district seckhupura, west Punjab. His
father was Kalu ( Kaluchandra Verma ) and mother Tripta. He was
married to Sulakhmi (Sulakshani), the daughter of Mula (Melachandra)
of Batala, district Gurudaspur, East Punjab. He had two sons Srcha-
ndra 2nd Lakshmi Chandra. For some time he served as the incharge of
the Nawas of Sultanpur ( Raja Dhankban ) after which the call came to
himand he weat out to preach his message of Love and Bhakti. He visited
the holy places of Hindus and Muslims both. In the later part of his
lifc he settled at Karatarpur on the bank of Ravi where he died in
1538 A.D. The nine Gurus succeeded him one after another. The last
Curu, Guru Covind Singh, passed away in 1708 A. D. having bestowed
the Guruship to the Adigrantha

This Edigramha found in different 8 Indian dialects or in Sant
vani was written origmally in the script called Gurumukhi, This
word is very suggestive and plays very important role in Sikh—refigion.
Gurumukhi script came out of Gurumulkh. { From the mouth of Guru )
In Sikh refigion Guru is suppossed to be the highest entity.” The Guru
of Guru Ninaka was the alpervading Vishnu himself, ‘“whatever Nanaka
propounded and preached on this earth was the gift or the blessing accor
ded by Lord Vishnu, In other words every thing in Sikh thought thus
came from Gurumukh that is from the mouth of Vishnu himself. There-
fore the scriptalso came to be known as Gurumbhi, In this epic also
the poet by the mouth of Nnaka has explained the Gurumukhi scxipt
as made by God and handed down to the Sikhs. { See the epic 51§19 to
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74/19 ) Besides this i the Gurugranth Sahib the word Curu Gurumukh
are repeatedly said and explained by different Gurus and the other saints
( See Sanskrit introduction page 3 )

Thus, this historscal eprc present a vivia picture of the life and
philosophy of Guru Nanak and the other Gurus It elaborates the Udasi-
mata and Sikh Dharma 1n a very historical but literary way Besides its
different rehgious merit 1t also contains all the characterstics of an epic
and as such also stands but as literary book of a higher order All the
characteristies of thisepic present here, make 1t a very beautiful hiterary-
work According to the opwnions of literatcures this epic abounds n
almost all its qualities eg Sarga—Bandha (m 21 cantos ) wise hero,
( Nanaka ) and promuent Shanta Rasa ( Quictistic sentiment ) having
tranquility for 1ts Sthayibh wa, the description of seasons the vaidarbhi
style, the prasida Guna and a good deal of Alamkaras

Presenting this important epic of GuruNanaka to the reader under

the able gind. of the h llors and the Director of Research,
Varanaseya Sanskrit Vishw vidyalaya, Vardnasi, especially on the
sacred of hus fafth hundred v, I pay my deepest homage

to the Guru 1 hope that through the publication of this great work the
1deal and philosophy, that lie behind this epc, will now reach every
nook and corner of the world of Sanskrit Scholars

1 express my gratefulness to Reverend Sant Fateh Singhp For the
assistance 1n books received from and for his cAshirvad’ and encourage-
ment that go a longway in accomplishing this task 1 am also indebted
toSr: Suninder Singh J1 Kohili, Head of the Department of Panjabi,
Panjab University, Chandigarh, who likewise rendered valuable assista-
nce to me n my work from time to time 1 beg to acknowledge that I
am particularly indebted to shri Katunapat: Trpathi, the Head of the
deptt and to Dr Sr1 Umesh Chandra Tnpathi, senior professor, Ed|‘1
cation Department, Varanaseya Sanskrit Vishwavidyalaya, Varanasi,
who have been kind enough to help me 0 providing 1nformation regar-
ding sant-sahitya especially abount Guru Nanaka

In fine Iam obliged to the press and press manger who could
nicely arrange to print the epic in this holy occasion,
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T should pray to Great Guru to bestow his blessings on these
gentlemen. In the end I crave for hit ‘Ashirvad for me that alone will
candene my errors and onussions, if any, m edi tingthis work,

Brajnath Jha
Ashwin-Krishna-Amavasya. The
10th Oct 1869 Editor
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A ‘Praise be to God, The Lord of crifatures, The most mErEiful,
The king of the day of JudgedmeRt. Thee do we workship «
and of thee do be beg assistance. Direct us m the Right way, §
in the way of those to whom thau hast been. graciaus Not”
of those againest whom there are incensed, nor of those who
go astray, —Dekoran chapter I
1T goay anef Fatgeq i 013 )
“‘He was in abstract mediationwhen it was His will, Hecreated
the world.”
X X X
He created Brahma Vishnu Shiva and attachment of Maya
was increased.” —Guru Nanaka in Raga maru.

111 * The creater has created Shiva and Shakti both,

And keeps them under his cosmic Law.”
—Guru Amar Das in Anand,

IV He becomes countless from one and every thing
i H £l

dissoltuet into one. —Guru Arjan.
—Nath M. V.)

(D) sengfrfagilegran:  affea: @
(II) He created Shakti of three gunas the great Maya
is s Shadow. —(Gaund M. V)
(III) Jivais a miniature of  Brrhman. .It comes
of Brahman. The physical bodies decays but it continues for

e —Crelines of Sikh thought.
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(I) Mantra occurs in two forms. One form is regulr
prayer in word. In this respect many hymns of the Adi
Granth may be called matitras or & rola mantra or Significant:
mntra.  The other form of mantra is the combination of
syllables or bija mantra. word of the Guru or the namé
‘the Lord, The Syllables of bija mantra isa Vahu Guruar®
the sound bodies of Brahman.”

—Ontlines of sikh dwugtft
(Surinder Singh kobl})
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1. “Wah guru” means, Haill the holy light, dispeller of
darkness.
2. “Ajapa Japa’’ meansconstant repetition of God’s name.
—The quint essence of Sikhism.

Zoroastrian theology ~ divides God inta paris viz Ahur
mazdah and Ahriman.

Crist proclaeins himself 2s the son of God. Adi Granth
recogniess the fatherhood of God like Jslam, But God of
Tslam is personal, Adi Grauths sings Impersonl

—A criticl stdy of Adi Grath.
—Dr. Surinder Singh Kohli.
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